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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils,
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day
and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and entirety of the Christ-loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

And the [star] led the Magi to You, who worshipped You in faith; have mercy upon
them and upon us.

(Troparion, Plagal of the Second Mode)
Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

This Christmas, let us manifest a special joy and appreciation that even secular
society acknowledges the Birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is often difficult to
keep the Feast of the Nativity as pure as we would like to, with the seemingly endless
commercialization that surrounds it. Nevertheless, even with all the tinsel and sparkle,
the Name of the Lord is spread abroad by the world’s imperfect regard for Christmas.
We can agree with Saint Paul who says: Christ is preached! More in every way, whether by
pretext or by truth. And at this, I rejoice! And I shall rejoice more! (Philippians 1:18). We
should also share in the same joy, because as inadequate as secular and commercial
observances of Christmas may be, at least people are exposed to the name and narrative
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Magi (from whence the word “magician comes), who were led to worship the
Newborn Babe of Bethlehem by a Star, were astrologers watching the heavens for signs
and wonders. They were not Jewish, but rather Persian, likely Zoroastrians, an ancient
religion founded by Zoroaster (Greek: Zwpodotprc), six centuries before the Birth of our
Savior. They found their way to Bethlehem by following an exceptional Star that had
arisen in the western night sky — a Star that had been prophesied in ways we do not fully
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understand. Their path to Christ may not have followed the Hebrew Prophets, but it still
led them to Him.

There are so many in this world — Christian and non-Christian alike — whose
connection to the Lord comes only through the Nativity and the many cultural traditions
that have arisen around it. And perhaps, one day, like the Magi, a spiritual Star will arise
in their hearts and lead them to the continuing Bethlehem, (which means the House of
Bread), that is our Holy Orthodox Church.

This Christmas Season let us take joy and not begrudge the journey of others. Let
us be willing to find an understanding and even an admiration for all those who — like
the Magi — observe with some degree of faith and recognition the Birth of our Savior.
For He was born in a cave and laid in a manger for the sake of every human being, and
indeed, for all creation.

Xptotoc I'evvatal! Aoéaoate! Christ is Born! Glority Him!
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEITIIXKOIITH AMEPIKHX APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApiOp. TIowr.: 442/2024

Agxtemiokomukn) 'EyrxvkAlog XgLotovyeévvwv.
25 AexepPotov 2024

IToog tovg XePacpiwtatovg kalt Oeopleotdtovg Apxlepels, toug EvAaBeotdrtoug
Tepelc kat Alaxodvoug, tig IlpeoButépeg kat Tic Atakdviooeg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movayéc,
tovg TIpoédpovg kat taa MéAn twv Kowotwkwv ZuuPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwwtdtouvg
Apxovteg tov Otkovpevikov Iatouxpxetlov, tax péAn e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueonjowx kati
Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, tic Plomtwxovg AdeApotnteg, 1) NeoAaia, tic ‘EAANvVoeO6doLec
Opyavawoelg kat 0A0KANQ0 10 Xototetwvupo mANewpa ¢ Tepag AgxLemokomng ApeQukng.

«Kai Mayovg ool mQOOT|veYKEY, €V MLOTEL TQOOKVVOUVTAG O& HeD’ wv éAénoov fuac»

(TeoTdoto TV AVAYVWOUATWY TOL £€0TEQLVOD TV XQLOTOVYEVVWYV).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol katl adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

Ta @eterva Xplotovyevva amoteAovv arkoun pia evkapla v d0EATOVUE TO OVOUA TOV
O¢eov, DIOTL AKOUN KALT) KOOUIKT) KOWV@VIX £00TAleL T YEVVTOT) TOL OWTNQEOG KAl KLELOL U@V
Tnoov Xpwotov. Etvat dgketa d00KOAO 1) £00TT) TWV XQLOTOVYEVWV VA HELVEL AVEYYLXTI ATIO
T PALVOUEVIKA ATEAELWTN EUTOQEVATOTIOIOT TTOL TN oLVOdEeVEeL. ‘Opws akoun kat péoa &o
T OTOADIX KAl TA PWTAKLIA, AKOUT Kal e avTn TV ATEAT] KATavonon ToL KOOUOU YiX TX
Xototovyevva, 10 Ovopa toL Kuplov dadidetatl, kabws kat 6 andotoAog ITavAog Aéel mpog

tovg PAimnnotovg: «Xpwotog katayyéAdetald Katl év mavti 100w, elte moopdoel, eite



aAnOeia. Kat év tovtw xatlow. AAAa kat xaprjoopal! v» (1:18). Zvppetéxovpe Aotmov oTr) xax
oV AooTOA0L TTavAovL, dLOTL 600 AVETAQKELS KAl &V ELVAL Ol KOOUIKES EKONAWOELS YIX TIG
£00TEG TV XQLOTOVYEVVWYV, TOVAAXLOTOV oL &dvOpwTot evayyeAllovtat pé o dvoua Kat v

a@rynon g yevvrjoews tov Kvplov uwv ITnoov Xplotov.

Ot Mavyot, ot 6Ttotot 6dNyNONKAv V& MEOOKLVHOOLY  TO VEOYEVVNTO BEQOC 0T
BnOAeey, axoAovBwvtag tov aotéga, 1tav AoTEOAGYOL KAl €QevVOLOAV TOV 0VEAVO YLlX
onuela, e&nywviac ta peAdovpeva. Aev ntav Tovdaior aAAa Ilépoeg, mibavotata
Zwoaoteg, px Opnokeia mov dpuoe 0 Zwoaotong €EL alwveg mElv T Yévvnor Tov
Lwtneog pag. Bonkav 1o dpopo yux ) BnOAeép, dkoAovBwvtag éva DTTéQAAUTEO AOTEQL, TTOV
AVETELAE OTO DUTIKO VUXTEQLVO OVOAVO, e EVa TEOTIO TIOL ATIOKAAVPONKE 0¢ AUTOVG XWOIG
VA UTTOQOVHE VA TOV KATAVOoT)oovpe TAT)ows. ‘H mogetar avth) pmoel va prv ftav 1) O pe

avT) TV EPEAiwV MEOENTWV, AAAX TOUG Od1)YNOE Kal aVTOVS TTROG TO XQLOTO.

IToAAot &vOpwMOL 0TOV KOOUO, XQLOTLAXVOL Kal Ur), Exouvv Emtaer) pe tov Koo povo
HEéoa Ao T XQLOTOUYevvVa Kal TG MOALAQLOUES TIOALTIOTIKEG TIAQAOOOELS TIOL €XOULV
avantuxOel yix avtn)v 1) peyaAn éopt. Towe kamowa pépa, 6mwg otovg Mdryovg, dvateidet
KAl Yl a0TOUG KATIOLO TMVEVHATIKO AOTEQL OV O ToLg 0dnynoeL otV alwvia BnOAeépu, 1

omoia petapeAaletal g «1 oikia TOL &QToL» KAt etvat 1) Ayila Og00do&n ExkAnoia pac.

Avta ta Xowotovyevva ag yevBovue avT) TV AVUTEQRANTN XXX XWOIS Vo
KATAKQLVOUHE TO Ta&idL TV AAAWV, oL OTtws ol Mdryot mapatnQovy kat &Avayvwtllovy e
kamowx TloTn T Yévvnon Tov XTeog Hac. Awtt yevvnOnke oto ommnAalo kat

omaQyavwinke ot @ATVN Y k&Oe avOowmo Kkat yix OAn v ktion!

Xowotog I'evvatal! AoEdoate!,
< % > % /
o /“E?/KJ‘S /77 o 0603

t 0 Apeowng EAmidog@oog



Decamber 20, 2024

Dear Feverend Fathers,

In addition to the Pariarchal Erncyclical yon recaived earlier, I would like to shere with
vou 211, 21 the direction of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidopheros of America, the 2024
Archiepizcopal Encyclics] for Christmas Pleazs pote that this is to be read in your
respactve parishes on Christmaz Day, somstime before the end of the Drivine Liturzy.
You will find both documents embedded n this email below in beth Enzlish and Greek.

Wishing yvou and your families, azain_ a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New
Year!

Conveying to you the paternal blessinss of Hiz Emirence Archbizhop Elpidopkoros, I
remain,

Praverfally yours,

t Diokleiar Nektarioz
Nitivraz! Chancallor
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